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If God can do anything (if He is truly omnipotent), why did He take six days to create
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the universe, when He could have done it instantly? Astronomical data indicates
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that the universe began 13.7 billion years ago,1 but the earth was not formed until 4.5
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billion years ago.2 Why would God wait 9.2 billion years after creating the universe to
create the earth? And why would He wait another 4.5 billion years to create humans, if
we are really God’s ultimate reason for creating the universe? Are the atheists correct
in asserting that the whole thing was an unplanned accident? The Bible actually
addresses many of these issues and provides answers that tell
us why God created the universe the way He did.
DOES TIME MATTER TO GOD?
The main problem with the question of why an omnipotent
God would need six days to create is that it makes some
assumptions about God that just aren’t true. Many skeptics
assume that instant creation demonstrates the power of
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God more decisively than creation over a period of time. One problem with this
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assumption is that the element of time is irrelevant to God. In fact, the Bible says that
God created time along with the universe.3 Therefore, God is not bound by time, so
that six days, six minutes, or six trillion years mean nothing to Him. It’s not like He
had to wait around for things to happen, since He is not subject to time.
ADVANTAGES OF CREATING OVER TIME
Even though God is not bound by time, one could say that creating instantly would
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be preferable to creating over a period of time. However, any astronomer asked the
question would prefer that the universe be created over time. Curiously, astronomers
would be out-of-business if God had created the universe instantly. This is because
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nearly to the creation event itself. If God had created everything instantly (but kept the
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universe the same size), and placed all plant and animal life on earth a few thousand
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years ago, we would see nothing of the heavens, other than the solar system and a few
stars.4 However, Psalm 19 says that the heavens declare the glory of God,5 so it seems
likely that God wanted us to see the entire universe. If He had created it instantly, this

would not be possible.
The same logic can be used for the creation of the earth and life on it. Besides
indicating that the heavens declare the Glory of God, Psalm 19 says that the
ﬁrmament shows His handiwork. The biological history of the earth is preserved in
the rocks so that we can see the creative handiwork of God in producing life’s history.

In the
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If the universe and earth were created instantly, there would be no history of life to
examine, and God’s glory would not be visible to us.

The Christmas Star
WHY DID GOD WAIT 9 BILLION YEARS TO CREATE THE EARTH?
The main reason why the earth was not created until billions of years after the
creation of the universe involves the nature of the universe at its creation. The initial
Big Bang creation event resulted in a universe that consisted almost entirely of
hydrogen and helium. Obviously, rocky planets are not possible in such a universe.
Heavier elements (including carbon, oxygen and metals) were formed in the nuclear

In this RTB article, Hugh Ross speculates on
the nature of the star that led the wise men.
Go to http://www.reasons.org/resources/
apologetics/christmasstar.shtml. For a
different view, go to www.bethlehemstar.net
which offers another interesting explanation.

furnaces of stars (hence Carl Sagan’s famous line, “We are star stuff.”). Really large
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stars burn quickly and end their lives in spectacular explosions, which distribute
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these heavy elements throughout the local vicinity. So, rocky planets (and living
organisms) were not even possible during the ﬁrst few billion years of the universe’s
history. Even now, most stars are metal-poor compared to our Sun (determined
through spectroscopy). So, the earth was created at one of the earliest possible times
in the history of our universe. Although many stars may be surrounded by planets,
rocky planets are likely to be at least somewhat rare in the universe (although we are
just beginning to collect data to answer this question).
WHY DID GOD WAIT 13.7 BILLION YEARS TO CREATE HUMAN BEINGS?
Why did God wait an additional 4 billion years before creating human beings on
earth? It turns out that we were created at the ideal time to observe the glory of how
God created the universe.5 If we had been created earlier in time, we would have
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term “evolution” carries manifold meanings
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been unaware of dark energy,6 leaving in question the ultimate fate of the universe

Why Isn’t the Evidence Clearer?

(allowing atheists the out of claiming that the universe might undergo eternal
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cyclic expansion and contraction). If we had been created later in the history of the
universe, Hubble expansion would be unobservable, along with cosmic background
radiation, and Big Bang nucleosynthesis.6 In the future, scientists will be unable
to determine how the universe came into existence, but would assume that it was
eternal and static:
The remarkable cosmic coincidence that we happen to live at the only time
in the history of the universe when the magnitude of dark energy and dark
matter densities are comparable... Observers when the universe was an order
of magnitude younger would not have been able to discern any effects of dark
energy on the expansion, and observers when the universe is more than an
order of magnitude older will be hard pressed to know that they live in an

Atheists Lose Science Card
This tothesource article by Dinesh D’Souza
examines how atheists are forced to invoke
multiple universes to explain the design of
our universe and how this is not a scientiﬁc
solution. Go to http://www.tothesource.
org/12_2_2008/12_2_2008.htm.

expanding universe at all, or that the expansion is dominated by dark energy. By
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the time the longest lived main sequence stars are nearing the end of their lives,

This Salvo magazine article takes a satrical
look at the arguments of new atheist
movement and provides helpful insights
into the weaknesses of their claims. Go to
http://www.salvomag.com/new/articles/
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for all intents and purposes, the universe will appear static, and all evidence
that now forms the basis of our current understanding of cosmology will have
disappeared.6
So, cosmologists were created at the optimal time to observe how the heavens reﬂect
God’s glory.
Continued on page 4
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Book Reviews
Epicenter

The Bible, Rocks and Time

Joel C. Roseberg

Davis A. Young & Ralph Stearley

Tyndal House Publishers, 2007

IVP Academic, 2008

Reviewer: Greg Moore

Reviewer: Virgina Peterson

Joel Rosenberg is the best-selling author

From the preface of the book:

of numerous terrorism suspense novels.
Although the plots are ﬁctional, they
contain a wealth of information about
Islamic terrorism and the Middle East conﬂict. This is because
Rosenberg bases his novels on actual data gleaned from news
headlines, classiﬁed documents and interviews with top political, military and intelligence leaders.

“The Bible, Rocks and Time is virtually
a total rewrite of Christianity and
the Age of the Earth. Although the
theme and format of both books are very similar, they are
very different books. The goal of our book is to convince
readers, on both biblical and geological grounds, of the
vast antiquity of this amazing planet that is our God-given

In fact, Rosenberg’s novels are so close to reality that U.S. News

home. Along the way we point out the ﬂaws of so-called

& World Report has referred to him as a “modern Nostradamus.”

young-Earth creationism. Although the issue of Earth’s

In his ﬁrst novel written before 9/11, The Last Jihad, Rosenberg

antiquity may seem to be little more than an interesting

spoke about a terrorist’s kamikaze attack on a U.S. city that

intellectual exercise that has little immediate bearing on

leads to a war with Saddam Hussein. His subsequent novels

one’s life, we point out that this issue can have profound

have also spoken of events that later came to pass.

spiritual consequences...”

The basic premise of Epicenter is world events are setting the

The sheer size of it (500 pages), and some of the science

stage for a major conﬂict in the Middle East which he calls the

arguments being a little detailed, if you’re not really up on

“epicenter” of the world. Like his previous books, the storyline

geology, might make it hard to read for some people, or to

is based on a thorough analysis of data and world events.

get young-earth creationists to read it. The book is divided

But, what makes this book different and of particular interest

into 4 parts: historical, biblical, geological, and philosophical

to Christians, is Rosenberg reveals the true source of his

perspectives. The authors seem to be familiar with just about

predictions–prophetic passages of the Bible.

everything written on the subject of geology and the Bible.

As an evangelical Christian, Rosenberg believes God has given

From the section titled The Dangers of Continuing to Promote

advance warning of future events He deems to be of utmost

a Young Earth:

importance to his people. With this in mind, he predicts ten
future world events based on Scripture (some of which have
already happened) and examines how the latest data and trends
suggest these events may be closer than previously thought.

“Unfortunately, despite the pleas of practicing Christian
geologists, biologists and astronomers, many youngEarth creationists will undoubtedly persist in their efforts
to promote their views as being in accord with Scripture

I found Rosenberg’s analysis to be well-reasoned and Biblically

and nature. We do well to ask, however, about the side

defensible. It is not a doom and gloom view of world events,

effects of the crusade to convince the public that young-

but an excellent perspective of how God may be working

Earth creationism and Flood geology are valid theories.

through world events to bring about His plan for mankind. As

... We submit that persistent advocacy of young-Earth

he states, the importance of knowing these things is to better

creationism and Flood geology ... results in two extremely

understand the importance of ﬁnding ways to demonstrate and

serious consequences that damage the cause of Christ.”

communicate Christ’s love during the dark times that lie ahead.
Regardless of your eschatological views, I think you’ll ﬁnd the
information relevant and thought-provoking.

The two consequences mentioned are kids being taught youngearth creationism in school and church and then having a crisis
of faith when encountering real science in college, and the
difﬁculty (near impossibility?) of evangelizing scientists.
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THE PURPOSES OF CREATION
In order to determine why God created the way He did, we need to understand the
purposes for which God created the universe. Atheists and certain religious sects
assume God created the earth for mankind to give us a perfect place to live that is
designed for our enjoyment. However, nowhere does the Bible indicate that God

RTB Apologetic

TOOLS

created the earth for our pleasure or enjoyment. In contrast, the Bible indicates
that the earth was established to accomplish the purposes of God.7 What are
the purposes of God regarding this creation? First and foremost, the creation
is designed as a place where evil can be conquered.8 Jesus Christ, through His
sacriﬁce on the cross, provided a sacriﬁce to remove the evil we have committed
and reconcile us to God and each other.9 Our role in this purpose is to choose
between good and evil.10 By choosing good, we participate in God’s purposes
and bring glory to Him.11 According to the Westminster Shorter Catechism,

Have questions? Call the RTB Apologetics
Hotline, 5:00-7:00 P.M., every day,
at 1-626-335-5282. You can also
ﬁnd answers to frequently asked
questions about science and the
Bible at RTB’s FAQ page: www.
reasons.org/resources/apologetics/index.shtml.

“Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever.”12 This creation
is not the ultimate purpose of God, since it will be destroyed13 and replaced
with a permanent, perfect creation,14 in which we can live with God forever.
So, by necessity, this universe must be temporary and subject to the laws of
thermodynamics.
WHY AN ANCIENT EARTH?

Want basic information on evolution, origins,
design? Watch a new collection
of online videos where the RTB
scholars provide basic primers
on key science and the Bible
issues. Go to: www.reasons.
org/multimedia/rtbvideo/index.shtml.

Although there are good reasons why God would have created the universe
billions of years ago, are there any good reasons why God waited 4.5 billion years
before creating humans on earth? One obvious reason is to allow the earth to
produce abundant topsoil through weathering processes. However, this process
would not require billions of years (millions of years would probably sufﬁce).
Although humans require only good soil and plant life to survive, God’s purposes
for humans are not restricted merely to human survival. In fact, God wants human

Listen live as the RTB scholar team shares its
persepctive on the latest subject
matter on RTB’s weekly radio
show Creation Update–every
Tuesday, 11 A.M. to 1 P.M. (PT).
Go to the RTB website or www.
oneplace.com/ministries/creation_update.

beings to participate with Him in proclaiming the gospel of His Kingdom.15 What
does this have to do with the fact that the earth is billions of years old? The ability
to proclaim the gospel is directly dependent upon technology. At minimum, there
must be good roads, so that preachers can get from one place to another. It is a
curious fact that Jesus arrived at exactly the time during which the Roman empire
was building roads all over the civilized world. God’s timing couldn’t have been
better! In order to build roads, technologies such as metallurgy are required.

Sign-up for a FREE one-year subscription to
Connections, RTB’s quarterly
newsletter highlighting scientiﬁc,
theological and worldview
apologetics. Go to: http://
reasons.org/forms/index.shtml to
sign-up. Past issues are archived on the RTB site.

These technologies would have never developed except that the earth has large
deposits of metallic ores. These ores were produced through the actions of
bacteria throughout the entire history of the earth, which resulted in concentrated
deposits of speciﬁc metals. Without these deposits, it is very unlikely that humans
would have ever developed beyond the Stone Age. In addition, the key to the
development of technology occurred when fossil fuels were ﬁrst exploited during
the industrial revolution. The formation of these readily available energy reserves
occurred through the lives and deaths of countless billions of plants and animals
over the course of hundreds of millions of years of earth’s history. Without earth’s
long history of life, the spreading of God’s message would have been much more
difﬁcult.
CONCLUSION
Both the universe and earth must be ancient in order for God’s purposes for

Subscribe to Message of the Month (MOM) and
receive monthly faith-bulding and
ministry-equipping messages
while providing critical ﬁnancial
support to RTB. $30 per month.
Available as CDs or MP3s. Go to:
http://reasons.org/mom/index.shtml to sign-up.
Looking for a perfect gift for an unbelieving
friend? Check out the holiday
specials at RTB’s webstore:
http://store.reasons.org. Also
check-out the “bargains”
section with ridiculously priced
closeouts on scientiﬁc and apologetic books.

humanity to be fulﬁlled. An extremely large universe that declares God’s glory is
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only possible if it is ancient and expanding at nearly the speed of light.
Likewise, the earth must be ancient in order to aid in the development
of technology to facilitate the spread of the gospel throughout the
world. Why did God create the universe in the manner He did? Here is
a summary of some of the constraints that God used in designing the
universe to accomplish His purposes:
PURPOSE
Display
God’s Glory

Evil Must be
Limited

Humans
Must
Choose

Universe
Must be
Temporary

CONSTRAINT
1. Universe must be very large.
2. Entire universe must be visible to us:
a. Universe must be old.
b. Universe must be expanding at nearly exactly
the speed of light.
1. Evil must exist.
2. Human choices for evil must be limited through:
a. Subjecting all actions to the law of cause and
effect (time must exist).
b. Expressing evil requires work and produces
consequences (Second law of thermodynamics
must exist).
c. Restricting humans to a small part of a large
universe:
i) stars and galaxies are separated by large
distances
ii) gravity must exist to restrict space travel.
d. Complete separation of humans from God’s
doman (i.e., heaven) during the time they can
choose to commit evil deeds.
e. Limited human lifespan (death must exist).
f. Complete, permanent separation of humans
who choose evil over good (i.e., hell).
1. Humans must have free will to choose:
a. Good choices must exist.
b. Evil choices must exist.
2. Humans may choose to participate in speading
God’s message:
a. Human language must exist.
b. Technology must exist, requiring:
i) large deposits of metallic ores (produced
over long periods of time)
ii) large deposits of fossil fuels (produced over
long periods of time).
1. Requires the ﬁrst and second laws of
themodynamics.
2. Requires the existence of time.

Rich Deem is a volunteer RTB apologist. He has a Masters of Science
in microbiology and is a researcher at the Cedar-Sinai Medical
Center. This and other articles are posted on his website at www.
godandscience.org.
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For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing,
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. (1 Corinthians
1:18)
But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been
brought near by the blood of Christ. For He Himself is our peace,
who made both groups into one and broke down the barrier of the
dividing wall, by abolishing in His ﬂesh the enmity, which is the Law
of commandments contained in ordinances, so that in Himself He
might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace,
and might reconcile them both in one body to God through the
cross, by it having put to death the enmity. (Ephesians 2:13-16)
...and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made
peace through the blood of His cross; through Him, I say, whether
things on earth or things in heaven. And although you were formerly
alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds, yet He has
now reconciled you in His ﬂeshly body through death, in order to
present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach-(Colossians 1:20-22)
...Christ...When you were dead in your transgressions and the
uncircumcision of your ﬂesh, He made you alive together with
Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions, having canceled out
the certiﬁcate of debt consisting of decrees against us, which was
hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to
the cross. (Colossians 2:11, 13-14)
...and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we
might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you
were healed. (1 Peter 2:24)
10. I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have
set before you life and death, the blessing and the curse. So
choose life in order that you may live, you and your descendants,
(Deuteronomy 30:19)
If it is disagreeable in your sight to serve the LORD, choose for
yourselves today whom you will serve: whether the gods which
your fathers served which were beyond the River, or the gods of the
Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my house,
we will serve the LORD.” (Joshua 24:15)
Let us choose for ourselves what is right; Let us know among
ourselves what is good. (Job 34:4)
Do not envy a man of violence And do not choose any of his ways.
(Proverbs 3:31)
He will eat curds and honey at the time He knows enough to refuse
evil and choose good. (Isaiah 7:15)
11. Tell of His glory among the nations, His wonderful deeds among all
the peoples. (1 Chronicles 16:24)
Therefore glorify the LORD in the east, The name of the LORD, the
God of Israel, In the coastlands of the sea. (Isaiah 24:15)
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My glory, Whom I have formed, even whom I have made.” (Isaiah
43:7)
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Because I have given waters in the wilderness And rivers in the
desert, To give drink to My chosen people. (Isaiah 43:20) “Then all
your people will be righteous; They will possess the land forever,
The branch of My planting, The work of My hands, That I may be
gloriﬁed. (Isaiah 60:21)
I will set a sign among them and will send survivors from them to
the nations: Tarshish, Put, Lud, Meshech, Tubal and Javan, to the

distant coastlands that have neither heard My fame nor seen My
glory. And they will declare My glory among the nations. (Isaiah
66:19)
Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may
see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.
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But when Jesus heard this, He said, “This sickness is not to end
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behalf of the truth of God to conﬁrm the promises given to the
fathers, and for the Gentiles to glorify God for His mercy; as it is
written, “THEREFORE I WILL GIVE PRAISE TO YOU AMONG THE
GENTILES, AND I WILL SING TO YOUR NAME.” (Romans 15:8-9)
Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit
who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your
own? For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God
in your body. (1 Corinthians 6:19-20)
In all wisdom and insight He made known to us the mystery of
His will, according to His kind intention which He purposed in
Him with a view to an administration suitable to the fullness of the
times, that is, the summing up of all things in Christ, things in the
heavens and things on the earth. In Him also we have obtained an
inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who
works all things after the counsel of His will, to the end that we who
were the ﬁrst to hope in Christ would be to the praise of His glory.
(Ephesians 1:8-12)
Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the
glory of God. (1 Corinthians 10:31)
For all things are for your sakes, so that the grace which is
spreading to more and more people may cause the giving of thanks
to abound to the glory of God. (2 Corinthians 4:15)
Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the
thing in which they slander you as evildoers, they may because of
your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God in the day of
visitation. (1 Peter 2:12)
Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who is speaking the utterances
of God; whoever serves is to do so as one who is serving by the
strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be
gloriﬁed through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and
dominion forever and ever. Amen. (1 Peter 4:11)
...but if anyone suffers as a Christian, he is not to be ashamed, but
is to glorify God in this name. (1 Peter 4:16)
...and he said with a loud voice, “Fear God, and give Him glory,
because the hour of His judgment has come; worship Him who
made the heaven and the earth and sea and springs of waters.”
(Revelation 14:7)
12. Westminster Shorter Catechism from the Orthodox Presbyterian
Church.
13. But the present heavens and earth by His word are being reserved
for ﬁre, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly
men. (2 Peter 3:7)
But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens
will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with
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intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.
(2 Peter 3:10)
...looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God,
on account of which the heavens will be destroyed by
burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat! (2
Peter 3:12)
For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not
the smallest letter or stroke shall pass away from the Law,
until all is accomplished. (Matthew 5:18)
Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not
pass away. (Mark 13:31)
Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not
pass away. (Luke 21:33)
And His voice shook the earth then, but now He has
promised, saying, “YET ONCE MORE I WILL SHAKE NOT
ONLY THE EARTH, BUT ALSO THE HEAVEN.” And this
expression, “Yet once more,” denotes the removing of
those things which can be shaken, as of created things,
in order that those things which cannot be shaken may
remain. (Hebrews 12:26-27)
And all the host of heaven will wear away, And the sky will
be rolled up like a scroll; All their hosts will also wither away
As a leaf withers from the vine, Or as one withers from the
ﬁg tree. (Isaiah 34:4)
14. For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; And the
former things shall not be remembered or come to mind.
(Isaiah 65:17)
But according to His promise we are looking for new
heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells. (2
Peter 3:13)
And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the ﬁrst
heaven and the ﬁrst earth passed away, and there is no
longer any sea. (Revelation 21:1)
15. This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole
world as a testimony to all the nations, and then the end
will come. (Matthew 24:14)
But He said to him, “Allow the dead to bury their own dead;
but as for you, go and proclaim everywhere the kingdom of
God.” (Luke 9:60)
Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son
and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the
end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20)

Seattle Chapter
Reasons To Believe
Who Are We?
The Seattle Chapter of Reasons To Believe is a local extension of
the worldwide, interdenominational Reasons To Believe ministry.
We exist to support our parent organization and foster local
involvement in the ministry. We serve the Puget Sound area and are
composed of Christians of different ages and backgrounds.
It is our conviction the same God who created the universe
inspired the Bible. Therefore, what God says through His word
must agree with the facts of nature. We reject the notion that
science and the Bible are at odds and provide a scientiﬁcally-sound
and Biblically-faithful alternative to Darwinism and young-Earth
creationism.

What Do We Do?
Our mission is to remove the doubts of skeptics and strengthen
the faith of believers. We provide scientiﬁc, historical and
philosophical evidence that supports the Christian worldview and
helps remove barriers to a belief in God, the Bible and the Gospel
of Jesus Christ. We carry out this mission by:

•

Helping people access RTB and other scientiﬁcally and
biblically sound resources.

•

Bringing nationally-known speakers into the area to
promote the scientiﬁc reliability of the Bible.

•

Assembling a team of local apologists to address questions
about science, the Bible and related topics.

•

Working with teachers and homeschoolers to achieve a
balanced approach to the teaching of origins.

•

Building alliances with local churches, ministries and
groups to maximize the exposure of the RTB ministry.

•

Reaching out to unbelievers with gentleness and respect,
encouraging them to evaluate their worldviews.

We welcome your involvement and support. For more information,
contact us at seattle@reasons.org. Tax-deductible donations can
be sent to: Seattle RTB, PO Box 99683, Seattle, WA 98139-0683.

Questions? Get Answers.
Whether you are looking for scientiﬁc support for
your faith or answers to questions about God, the
Bible, and science, contact us at seattle@reasons.
org. You can also call the RTB hotline seven days a
week, 5:00 to 7:00 PM at 626-335-5282.
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