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INTRODUCTION

The standard young earth paradigm says that God originally created the heavens and 

earth as a perfect paradise in which God’s image bearer, mankind, was to live. However, 

Adam and Eve’s sin resulted not only in the fall of mankind, but the fall of creation itself 

to its current imperfect state. The fall of creation is usually attributed to the curse–

God’s judgment on mankind and His perfect world.1 Changes 

attributed to God’s judgment include the initiation of death for 

both mankind and animals,2 the creation of weeds,3 parasites, 

disease, carnivorous activity4 and any other aspect of creation that 

causes either pain or suffering (including natural disasters, such 

as earthquakes, hurricanes, tornadoes, volcanoes, etc.). Nearly all 

young earth creationists believe that God will restore God’s origi-

nal perfect paradise (Eden) at the return of Jesus Christ.

WAS THE ORIGINAL CREATION PERFECT?

It should be noted that the Bible never says that original creation was perfect. It is 

described as being good5 and very good,6 but never “perfect.” How does one determine 

what God’s perfect creation would look like? It turns out that young earth creationists 

have assumed that God would not have been able to create any world less than “per-

fect”–based upon biblical descriptions of the millennial kingdom and the new creation. 

Unfortunately, the Bible never indicates that either the millennial kingdom or the new 

creation represent the state of the original creation. In fact, the Bible indicates that this 

creation was not created to be perfect, but is only a partial representation of that which 

is to come,7 which will be perfect. The new creation will be the perfect tabernacle–the 

city “whose architect and builder is God”,8 which will not be of this creation.9 Old earth 

creationists agree that the creation was perfect for the purpose for which it was created. 

However, the Bible indicates that the purpose of creation is not what has been claimed 

by young earth creationists.

THE PURPOSE OF CREATION

The young earth paradigm assumes God created the earth for mankind to give us a 

perfect place to live, “designed for our enjoyment.”10 However, nowhere does the Bible 
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indicate God created the earth for our pleasure or enjoyment. In contrast, the Bible 

indicates the earth was established to accomplish the purposes of God.11 What are the 

purposes of God regarding this creation? First and foremost, the creation is designed 

as a place where evil can be conquered.12 Jesus Christ, through His sacrifi ce on the 

cross, provided a sacrifi ce to remove our evil and reconcile us to God and each other.13 

Our role in this purpose is to choose between good and evil.14  By choosing to do good, 

we participate in God’s purposes and bring glory to Him.15  According to the Westmin-

ster Shorter Catechism, “Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever.”16 

According to the young earth paradigm, mankind’s sin thwarted God’s original perfect 

plan, requiring Him to institute “plan B.” Henry Morris says, “it seems unthinkable 

that the God of the Bible–the God who is omniscient and omnipotent, merciful and 

loving–would do anything like that. Surely He could devise and implement a better plan 

than this.”17 What was plan B? God created weeds, caused some animals to become 

carnivorous, cursed mankind with pain and suffering, and instituted death for humans 

and animals–all because of the sin of mankind. The problem with this thinking is that 

it contradicts the nature of the God of the Bible, who is described as being omniscient 

and omnipotent. If God is truly omniscient, He would have known that mankind 

was going to fall into sin. In addition, the Bible says that no purpose of God can be 

thwarted.18 So, maybe weeds, carnivorous activity, and suffering were all part of God’s 

original plan?

THE PROBLEM OF EVIL

Of great importance to young earth creationists is the problem of evil. Since the days 

of David Hume19 and Charles Darwin,20 skeptics have claimed that a benevolent God 

who is omnipotent would never create a world in which suffering was allowed to exist. 

Young earth creationists have bought into the atheists’ argument and attempted to 

circumvent it by shifting the blame for the presence of evil and suffering from God’s 

original plan to God’s plan B response to human sin. The failure of this explanation 

is that it brings into question God’s omniscience. Shouldn’t an omniscient God have 

known that human beings were going to rebel, and plan His course of action accord-

ingly? In addition, young earth creationists claim that God is justifi ed in condemning 

all mankind to a life of evil and suffering just because Adam and Eve ate the forbidden 

fruit. Although God can and does judge sin, not all “bad” things that happen to people 

are the result of sin. When Jesus’ disciples passed a blind man, they asked Jesus if his 

blindness was due to his own sin or the sin of his parents. Jesus replied that it wasn’t 

due to sin at all, “but it was so that the works of God might be displayed in him.”21 

Peter tells us that those who do what is right will be reviled for the name of Christ, 

although it will bring glory to God.22 

WEEDS AND WORK

In contrast, the old earth paradigm says that, indeed, God has a purpose for weeds, 

carnivores, suffering, and death. Weeds don’t seem like something a perfect God would 

create–at least from a human perspective. The reason why we think in such a way is 

that we are basically lazy. We don’t like the idea that we have to work hard for our food 

and that we are opposed by “useless” plants, pests (such as insects, rodents, disease), 

and uncooperative weather and other natural hazards. What purpose could God pos-

sibly have in making us work? Going back to Genesis 2, we know that God created 

the man and placed him into a garden that He had planted with trees that produced 

fruit.23 My guess is God did not plant any weeds in the garden, although the text does 

not specifi cally say. Even so, Adam was given charge over cultivating and tending the 



The Creationists (Expanded Edition)

Ronald L. Numbers

University Press, 2006

Reviewer: John Battle

For many years the earlier edition of this 

book has been hard to obtain, fetching 

high prices in the secondary market. 

Harvard Press has done us a favor in 

issuing this new edition of this important text.

The primary purpose of the book is to carefully document 

the rise of modern day creationism, which Numbers defi nes 

as those holding to a recent creation of the universe (about 

10,000 years ago or less) and fl ood geology (that the geological 

layers were formed by the Flood). From the Adventist George 

McCready Price, to the early creationist organizations, to the 

popularizing work of John C. Whitcomb and Henry Morris (The 

Genesis Flood, 1961), to the explosion of fl ood geology and 

recent creationism in fundamental churches and schools, to 

its present dominance in many evangelical and fundamental 

churches and institutions and rapid spread overseas—Numbers 

gives the names, dates, and issues involved. He also details 

the aggressive and militaristic methods and mindsets of many 

of creationism’s promoters, and their controversies with 

evangelicals who believed in an old earth.

This new edition includes two new chapters: “Intelligent 

Design” and “Creationism Goes Global.” Many of the familiar 

names in the ID movement are identifi ed here, with a summary 

of the development of this new front in the creation wars. 

Numbers shows the connection of creationism with the ID 

movement, but also the differences. Unfortunately, he does not 

include any detailed discussion of active groups that oppose 

Darwinian evolution but yet believe in an old earth. It appears to 

this reviewer that the ID movement is moving in the old earth 

direction, and will more and more distance itself from modern 

creationism.

The strength of Numbers’s book is not only in its thorough 

coverage of the creationist movement, but in its detailed 

documentation. In spite of his own personal viewpoint (he 

describes himself as a theological agnostic) he has treated the 

actors in this history fairly, going out of his way to understand 

their thinking. This book will have value for the historical study 

of creationism for years to come.
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Alice in Quantumland

Robert Gilmore

Copernicus Books, 1995

Reviewer: Greg Moore

Most are familar with Alice’s adventures 

through the looking glass. In Alice in 

Quantumland, she embarks on another  

adventure. This time she shrinks down 

to the size of a nuclear particle and 

travels to Quantamland–an intellectual theme park where 

everything demonstrates a different aspect of quantum physics. 

Many people are familar with classical or Newtonian 

mechanics. It describes the movement of large objects and 

is used to predict the motion of planets, spacecraft and other 

things. However, few people have a good understanding of 

quantum mechanics which describes the nature of things at the 

atomic level. The problem is the way quantum theory describes 

the world is strange and diffi cult for the average people (like 

me) to comprehend. 

Through the allegory of Alice’s adventures, Gilmore helps 

explain the key concepts of quantum theory. Once in 

Quantumland, Alice experiences various quantum effects such 

as going backward in time and running into herself. She also 

meets a number of strange characters who help her understand 

the nature of the quantum world including the Uncertainty 

Principle, wave functions, the Pauli Principle and much more. 

For those who want a more thorough understanding of the 

concepts, Gilmore provides end-of-the-chapter notes which 

amplify the trickier points.

Some non-theists use quantum mechanics to propose fanciful 

theories that  eliminate the need for a Creator. Few Christians 

are equipped to understand, let alone dispute, these claims. 

While Alice in Quantumland is not for everyone, it is an 

exellent resource for those who want to understand the basic 

concepts of quantum physics. I am no scientist, but I enjoyed 

it. The book is well written, fun to read and relatively easy to 

understand (if quantum physics can be truly understood). 



4

garden.24 If weeds never grew in the garden, Adams “work” would be vir-

tually non-existent. What work did Adam have to do to tend the garden? 

Maybe God does have a purpose for work.25 

KILLING CARNIVORES

Young earth creationists say that God would never create a world in 

which there were millions of years of animal death and suffering.26  

However, the Bible indicates that God Himself is implicated in the death 

of animals. First, God killed animals to clothe Adam and Eve after the 

fall27 and then killed many animals during the fl ood.28 God set up the 

system of animal sacrifi ce for atonement for sin.29 In addition, scripture 

tells us that God created carnivores on day 6. Contrary to young earth 

doctrine, the scriptures indicate that God provides food for the carni-

vores of the Earth, therefore condoning the death of some animals for 

the survival of others:

• “Who prepares for the raven its nourishment, When its young cry 

to God, And wander about without food?” (Job 38:41)

• “Can you hunt the prey for the lion, Or satisfy the appetite of the 

young lions,” [God speaking] (Job 38:39) 

• The young lions roar after their prey, And seek their food from 

God. (Psalms 104:21) There is the sea, great and broad, In which 

are swarms without number, Animals both small and great... They 

all wait for Thee, To give them their food in due season. (Psalms 

104:25, 27)

• Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have no 

storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. (Luke 12:24)

If God is responsible for feeding the carnivores and brags about doing 

so, maybe the young earth creationists are wrong in their assessment 

that carnivorous activity is evil and not part of God’s original design.

PURPOSES FOR EVIL AND SUFFERING

Part of God’s original plan involved the defeat of evil. According to the 

Bible, Satan, God’s highest created angelic being,30 rebelled against 

God, taking one third of the angels with Him.31 These beings attempt to 

deceive human beings into following them into rebellion against God.  

Jesus Christ came to earth as part of God’s original plan to defeat evil  

and redeem mankind. 

God has a higher purpose for this creation than the prevention of evil 

and suffering. The Bible indicates that evil and suffering provides believ-

ers with a means to witness to others,35 including angels,36 about our 

faith. Suffering also produces patience and endurance37 and conforms 

us to the image of Christ,38 the purpose for which we were created.39

GOD’S ORIGINAL PLAN OR “PLAN B”?

Did God really change His plans because of mankind’s sin? Actually, the 

Bible indicates that God’s purposes are unchangeable40 and eternal,41 

and that He fi nished His work at the foundation of the earth.42 In fact, 

many verses indicate that God’s plan was formulated before He even 

created the time dimension of our universe.43 God had already prepared 

the plan of salvation through Jesus Christ44 and prepared a place for the 

redeemed in heaven.45 A passage from Isaiah summarizes what God 

has said about the establishment of His plans:

“Remember the former things long past, For I am God, and there 

is no other; I am God, and there is no one like Me, Declaring the 

end from the beginning, And from ancient times things which 

have not been done, Saying, ‘My purpose will be established, 

And I will accomplish all My good pleasure’; Calling a bird of prey 

from the east, The man of My purpose from a far country. Truly I 

have spoken; truly I will bring it to pass. I have planned it, surely 

I will do it. Listen to Me, you stubborn-minded, Who are far from 

righteousness. I bring near My righteousness, it is not far off; And 

My salvation will not delay. And I will grant salvation in Zion, And 

My glory for Israel.” (Isaiah 46:9-13)

Contrary to the claims of young earth creationism, God is not going to 

restore paradise (Eden) at the return of Jesus Christ, but will deliver us 

from paradise into an entirely new and perfect creation that is eternal.

CONCLUSION 

Young earth creationists believe God’s original creation was “perfect” in 

every way–no weeds, no disease, no suffering, and no death. In reality, 

the “perfect paradise” paradigm fails in its lack of biblical support and 

also in the underlying assumptions that it forces upon a “Christian” 

worldview. Under the “perfect paradise” paradigm, God is relegated to 

the position of a poor designer, whose plans for the perfect creation are 

ruined by the disobedience of Adam and Eve. God is forced to come 

up with “plan B,” in which He vindictively creates weeds, disease, 

carnivorous animals, and death to get back at humanity for their sin. 

Young earth creationists inadvertently buy into the atheistic worldview 

that suffering could not have been the original intent of God, stating 

that the earth was created “for our pleasure.”

In contrast, old earth creationists believe the universe was created with 

a perfect purpose, in which human beings are to choose good over evil 

and bring glory to God in doing so. The “perfect purpose” paradigm 

states that God created the universe as a temporary place, in which evil 

and suffering fulfi ll the will of God toward a higher goal than just to give 

us pleasure or a nice place to live. We, the followers of Jesus Christ, 

manifest the abundant grace of God, even in our sufferings, witnessing 

for the gospel to our fellow human beings and also the angels.  ...for 

it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good 

pleasure. (Philippians 2:13)

Rich Deem is a volunteer RTB apologist. He has a Masters of Science 

degree in microbiology and is a researcher at the Cedar-Sinai Medical 

Center. This article appears on his website at www.godandscience.
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he is not to be ashamed, but is to glorify God in this name ... Therefore, those 

also who suffer according to the will of God shall entrust their souls to a faithful 

Creator in doing what is right. (1 Pet. 4:12-16, 19)
23 The LORD God planted a garden toward the east, in Eden; and there He 

placed the man whom He had formed. (Gen. 2:8)
24 Then the LORD God took the man and put him into the garden of Eden to 

cultivate it and keep it. (Gen. 2:15)
25 Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men, 

knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is 

the Lord Christ whom you serve. (Col. 3:23-24) ...But we urge you, brethren, to 

excel still more, and to make it your ambition to lead a quiet life and attend to 

your own business and work with your hands, just as we commanded you, so 

that you will behave properly toward outsiders and not be in any need. (1 Thess. 

4:10-12) For even when we were with you, we used to give you this order: if 

anyone is not willing to work, then he is not to eat, either. For we hear that some 

among you are leading an undisciplined life, doing no work at all, but acting 

like busybodies. Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus 

Christ to work in quiet fashion and eat their own bread. (2 Thess. 3:10-12)
26 See “Why is there death and suffering” (http://www.answersingenesis.org/

docs2002/death_suffering.asp) from Answers in Genesis.
27 And the LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife, and 

clothed them. (Gen. 3:21)
28 See Genesis 7.
29 “You shall not offer the blood of My sacrifi ce with leavened bread; nor is the 

fat of My feast to remain overnight until morning.” (Exod. 23:18)
30 “Son of man, take up a lamentation over the king of Tyre, and say to him, 

‘Thus says the Lord GOD, “You had the seal of perfection, Full of wisdom and 

perfect in beauty. “You were in Eden, the garden of God; Every precious stone 

was your covering: The ruby, the topaz, and the diamond; The beryl, the onyx, 

and the jasper; The lapis lazuli, the turquoise, and the emerald; And the gold, 

the workmanship of your settings and sockets, Was in you. On the day that you 

were created They were prepared. “You were the anointed cherub who covers, 

And I placed you there. You were on the holy mountain of God; You walked in 

the midst of the stones of fi re. “You were blameless in your ways From the day 

you were created, Until unrighteousness was found in you. “By the abundance 

of your trade You were internally fi lled with violence, And you sinned; Therefore 

I have cast you as profane From the mountain of God. And I have destroyed 

you, O covering cherub, From the midst of the stones of fi re. “Your heart was 

lifted up because of your beauty; You corrupted your wisdom by reason of your 

splendor. I cast you to the ground; I put you before kings, That they may see 

you. “By the multitude of your iniquities, In the unrighteousness of your trade, 

You profaned your sanctuaries. Therefore I have brought fi re from the midst of 

you; It has consumed you, And I have turned you to ashes on the earth In the 

eyes of all who see you. (Ezek. 28:12-18)
31 And another sign appeared in heaven: and behold, a great red dragon having 

seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads were seven diadems. And his tail 

swept away a third of the stars of heaven, and threw them to the earth... And the 

great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and 

Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his 

angels were thrown down with him. (Rev. 12:3-4, 9)
32 Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like 

a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. (1 Pet. 5:8) ...the one who practices 

sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning. The Son of God 

appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil. (1 John 3:8) “And I 

said, ‘Who are You, Lord?’ And the Lord said, ‘I am Jesus whom you are perse-

cuting. ‘But get up and stand on your feet; for this purpose I have appeared to 

you, to appoint you a minister and a witness not only to the things which you 

have seen, but also to the things in which I will appear to you; rescuing you from 

the Jewish people and from the Gentiles, to whom I am sending you, to open 

their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion 

of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance 

among those who have been sanctifi ed by faith in Me.’ (Acts 26:15-18)
34 But He said to them, “I must preach the kingdom of God to the other cities 

also, for I was sent for this purpose.” (Luke 4:43) “Now My soul has become 

troubled; and what shall I say, ‘Father, save Me from this hour’? But for this pur-

pose I came to this hour. (John 12:27) ...but with precious blood, as of a lamb 

unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ. For He was foreknown before 

the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last times for the sake of 

you (1 Pet. 1:19-20)
35 “But before all these things, they will lay their hands on you and will persecute 

you, delivering you to the synagogues and prisons, bringing you before kings 

and governors for My name’s sake. “It will lead to an opportunity for your 

testimony. (Luke 21:12-13) Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our 

Lord or of me His prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel accord-

ing to the power of God, who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not 

according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was 

granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity, but now has been revealed by the ap-

pearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and im-

mortality to light through the gospel... (2 Tim. 1:8-10) “And they overcame him 

because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their testimony, 

and they did not love their life even when faced with death. (Rev. 12:11)
36 For, I think, God has exhibited us apostles last of all, as men condemned to 

death; because we have become a spectacle to the world, both to angels and to 

men. (1 Cor. 4:9)
37 For what credit is there if, when you sin and are harshly treated, you endure 

it with patience? But if when you do what is right and suffer for it you patiently 

endure it, this fi nds favor with God. For you have been called for this purpose, 

since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in 
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His steps ... (1 Pet. 2:20-21) 
38 Therefore, since Christ has suffered in the fl esh, arm yourselves also 

with the same purpose, because he who has suffered in the fl esh has 

ceased from sin, so as to live the rest of the time in the fl esh no longer 

for the lusts of men, but for the will of God. (1 Pet. 4:1-2)  
39 To sum up, all of you be harmonious, sympathetic, brotherly, kind-

hearted, and humble in spirit; not returning evil for evil or insult for 

insult, but giving a blessing instead; for you were called for the very 

purpose that you might inherit a blessing. (1 Pet. 3:8-9)
40 In the same way God, desiring even more to show to the heirs of the 

promise the unchangeableness of His purpose, interposed with an oath, 

so that by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God 

to lie, we who have taken refuge would have strong encouragement to 

take hold of the hope set before us. This hope we have as an anchor of 

the soul, a hope both sure and steadfast and one which enters within 

the veil, where Jesus has entered as a forerunner for us, having become 

a high priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek. (Hebrews 

6:17-20)
41 To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to preach to 

the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ, and to bring to light 

what is the administration of the mystery which for ages has been hid-

den in God who created all things; so that the manifold wisdom of God 

might now be made known through the church to the rulers and the au-

thorities in the heavenly places. This was in accordance with the eternal 

purpose which He carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, (Eph. 3:8-11)
42 For we who have believed enter that rest, just as He has said, “AS I 

SWORE IN MY WRATH, THEY SHALL NOT ENTER MY REST,” although 

His works were fi nished from the foundation of the world. (Heb. 4:3) 
43 No, we speak of God’s secret wisdom, a wisdom that has been hidden 

and that God destined for our glory before time began. (1 Cor. 2:7) This 

grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time (2 Tim. 

1:9) The hope of eternal life, which God... promised before the beginning 

of time (Titus 1:2) To the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and now 

and forever. Amen. (Jude 1:25)
44 “Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I 

had with You before the world was. (John 17:5) “Father, I desire that they 

also, whom You have given Me, be with Me where I am, so that they 

may see My glory which You have given Me, for You loved Me before 

the foundation of the world. (John 17:24) For He was foreknown before 

the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last times for the 

sake of you (1 Pet 1:20)
45 “Then the King will say to those on His right, ‘Come, you who are 

blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 

foundation of the world. (Matt. 25:34) For we know that if the earthly 

tent which is our house is torn down, we have a building from God, a 

house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For indeed in this 

house we groan, longing to be clothed with our dwelling from heaven, 

inasmuch as we, having put it on, will not be found naked. For indeed 

while we are in this tent, we groan, being burdened, because we do not 

want to be unclothed but to be clothed, so that what is mortal will be 

swallowed up by life. Now He who prepared us for this very purpose is 

God, who gave to us the Spirit as a pledge. (2 Cor. 5:1-5)


