
Mormons and DNA
JOHN A. BATTLE, Th.D.

One of Mormonism’s key doctrines is under increasing attack, and the coup de grace

may now have been delivered. The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints

teaches that all the Native American tribes are descended from a Jewish family who

came to these uninhabited continents in the sixth century before Christ. Here Christ

himself visited them after his resurrection. For years scientists have been questioning

this belief, and now DNA evidence demonstrates conclusively that this belief is false.

LDS VERSION OF ANCIENT AMERICAN HISTORY

In 1830 Joseph Smith published his Book of

Mormon. He claimed that it was a divinely guided

translation of golden tablets written in an Egyptian

dialect. These tablets, he claimed, were written

some 1,400 years earlier by a man named Mormon

and completed by his son Moroni.

Mormon had been the last great general of the

Nephite people in America. His ancestor, Nephi

son of Lehi, had sailed to America about 589 B.C.

with his older brother Laman. They were a Jewish family, fleeing from the sinful

people of Israel and the impending judgment coming upon them through the

Babylonians.1 God had appeared to Nephi, and had ordered him to construct a boat

and make this long voyage of 8,500 miles.2 Landing probably in Central America,

Nephi and his family found the new land uninhabited.3 Over the next six centuries

they multiplied greatly, filling the entire Western Hemisphere with people

descending from the two main branches of Nephi and Laman, the Nephites and the

Lamanites.4 The more godly Nephites were fair-skinned and attractive, while God

judged the rebellious Lamanites by making them dark-skinned.5 According to

Mormon teaching, Jesus appeared to these people after his resurrection in a special

revelation.6

There had been strife between the Nephites and the Lamanites for centuries. Jesus’

appearance caused the strife to die down for a couple hundred years. However,

hostilities resumed. Finally, in A.D. 326 Mormon, the last general of the Nephites,

challenged the Lamanites to battle. This last battle between the two races took place

REASONS TO BELIEVE - SEAREASONS TO BELIEVE - SEAREASONS TO BELIEVE - SEAREASONS TO BELIEVE - SEAREASONS TO BELIEVE - SEATTLE AREA CHAPTERTTLE AREA CHAPTERTTLE AREA CHAPTERTTLE AREA CHAPTERTTLE AREA CHAPTER

 NEWS AND VIEWS                                       JULY 2006

What’s
Happening?

The Great Debate

Earlier this year, Dr. Ross and Walt Kaiser (old-
earth view) debated Ken Ham and Jason Lyle
(young-earth view) on the John Ankerberg Show.
Videos of the debate are now available from RTB.
Go to the RTB webstore and click on videos.

New Book

Dr. Ross has written a new book,”Creation as
Science,” which presents the RTB testable
creation model. The book will be released in
September but it can be preordered now at a
special price. Go to the RTB website and look
under “News and Announcements.”

We Do Presentations

If your church or group is looking for a speaker,
the Seattle chapter does presentations on wide
range of topics ranging from the scientific
evidences pointing to God to the age of the earth
debate. Contact us at seattle@reasons.org.

“The heavens delare the
glory of God” (Psalm 19:1)
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Dissent from Darwinism Goes Global

This Discovery Institute article discusses how
over 600 doctoral scientists from around the
world have signed a statement expressing their
skepticism ab0ut Darwinian evolution. Go to:
http://www.discovery.org/scripts/viewDB/
index.php?command=view&program=
DI%20Main%20Page%20-%20News&id=
3622&callingPage=discoMainPage.

The Victory of Reason

This Breakpoint article by Chuck Colson discusses
how western ideas about freedom are rooted in
the Christian understanding that we are made
in God’s image and therefore equal. Go to:
http://www.breakpoint.org/listingarticle
.asp?ID=2532.

Evolution and Me

In this National Review article (posted on the
Discovery Institute website), technology guru
George Gilder explains why evolution falls down
and why intelligent design is a better
explanation. Go to: http://www.discovery.org/
scripts/viewDB/index.php?command=view&id
=3631&program =DI%20Main%20Page%20-
%20Article&callingPage=discoMainPage.

Men are From Mars Hill

This ChristianityToday article features an
interview with Mark Driscoll, pastor of Mars Hill
Church in Ballard, WA - one of the fastest
growing churches in the country. Go to:
www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2006/127/
52.0.html.

Historical Evidence for the Resurrection?
In 2006, Dr. William Lane Craig, Research
Professor of Philosophy at Talbot School of
Theology in La Mirada, California, and Dr. Bart
E. Ehrman, Chair of the Department of Religious
Studies at the University of North Carolina,
debated the the Christian claim of Jesus’
resurrection from the perspective of historical
data. A transcript is available at: http://
www.holycross.edu/departments/crec/website/

resurrdebate.htm.
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near Mount Cumorah, in modern upstate New York. The vastly superior numbers

of the Lamanites crushed the Nephites, and wiped them out. 230,000 Nephites

were killed in the battle; only Mormon himself and his son Moroni escaped.7

Moroni, after the death of his father, completed the golden tablets and hid them

on Mount Cumorah. It was the same Moroni who appeared in resurrected form to

Joseph Smith in 1827 and showed him the location of the tablets.8 In subsequent

centuries the Lamanites continued to increase and occupy both continents of

North and South America. They became the Native American tribes, often referred

to as the American Indians.

The Book of Mormon, the Pearl of Great Price, and the Doctrines and Covenants

all declare that the Native American tribes encountered by the Europeans from

Columbus on through to Joseph Smith’s time were of Jewish descent. Particularly,

they were descendents of Laman, son of Lehi, of the Israelite tribe of Joseph.9 It is

this teaching that recent genetic research contradicts.

THE LDS VERSION REFUTED BY DNA

When Joseph Smith first published his Book of Mormon, the public had no

scientific way of evaluating his claim that the Native Americans were of Jewish

descent. In fact, people often wondered how these tribes arrived in the New

World. They obviously had come before the voyage of Columbus in 1492, and before

the English settlers came to Virginia and Plymouth. Smith’s idea sounded

plausible to many, and it seemed to elevate America in the plans and purposes of

God. Those who were not trained in biblical doctrine did not recognize his many

serious errors of theology, and the Mormon Church absorbed many people. Today

it numbers over eleven million members.

While orthodox Christians since the beginning have used the Bible to oppose the

teachings of Joseph Smith and his followers,10 scientific evidence against his

version of history has accumulated only more recently.

• Physical anthropology is the science that compares the anatomy and

physical features of various races of humans; it has demonstrated that

Native Americans are most like tribes in East Asia, particularly in Siberia

and Mongolia, not like Jews from the Middle East.

• Archaeology examines remains and artifacts of previous civilizations; it has

found that the cultures and artifacts of Native Americans are again like

those of East Asia, not of the Middle East. Rather than sailing thousands of

miles from the Middle East, the first Native Americans crossed the Bering

Strait, once a land bridge, and now a relatively short crossing of fifty miles.

Further, archaeology has not discovered any evidence of any historical

person, place, or event recorded in LDS scriptures.

• Comparative linguistics analyzes spoken and written languages; once

again, it demonstrates that none of the over 800 Native American

languages derives from the Hebrew language.

Now, the conclusions of these three sciences are confirmed by molecular biology.

The study of the DNA strand in living cell nuclei demonstrates conclusively the

parentage of the individual. DNA evidence is acceptable in court to decide legal

Continued on page 4



Book Reviews

Avoiding JesusAvoiding JesusAvoiding JesusAvoiding JesusAvoiding Jesus

Michael Greene
Baker, 2005

Reviewer: Mike Brown

Michael Green is senior research fellow

at Wycliffe Hall, Oxford, and the author

of many books. In this book, he

provides twelve common responses to

Christianity and exposes their fallacies:

1. “I’m not the religious kind.”
2. “You can’t believe in God these days.”
3. “Science has defeated faith.”
4. “Didn’t Jesus have a baby with Mary Magdalene?”
5. “It doesn’t matter what you believe as long as you are

sincere.”
6. “All religions lead to God.”
7. “Jesus? He’s just a myth.”
8. “Jesus was just a good man.”
9. “I do my best. No one can do more.”
10. “Nothing can change the past.”
11. “When you’re dead, you’re dead.”

12. “You can’t change human nature.”

Green provides a good balance of dealing with the heart and

head issues regarding objections to Christianity. He provides

just enough science, philosophy and theology to build his case

without becoming too pedantic. He also deals with the timely

subject of Dan Brown’s The Da Vinci Code. Below is one of my

favorite statements from the book, which gives a good idea of

what you will find in this easy read (186 pages).

“When you broach the questions of religion, and someone

replies, ‘Oh, but all religions lead to God’, ten to one he

knows almost nothing about his own religious back-

ground, still less about any other. When he says, ‘I’m not

the religious kind,’ you can be fairly confident that he has

made no investigation whatever into whether or not there

is a religious kind, and if there is, what it is like. When he

says, ‘Jesus was just a marvelous teacher, but no more,’ it

is unusual to find that he has ever examined the claims

Jesus made, or the evidence supporting those claims.

When you hear a person say, ‘I do my best—no one can

do more,’ of one thing you can be certain: he does not do

his best (which of us does?) but he hasn’t the honesty to

admit as much. So do you see why I am not all that

impressed by these excuses that come up regularly

whenever I begin to talk about God? They are so shallow.”

FFFFFaith of the Faith of the Faith of the Faith of the Faith of the Fatherlessatherlessatherlessatherlessatherless

Paul C. Vitz
Spence, 1999

Reviewer: Dave Ouellette

Paul Vitz, professor of psychology at

New York University, began to observe

how the presumption of atheism has

become a publicly accepted belief. He

admits this is “quite remarkable–even

bizarre” since the United States has long been known as a

seriously religious country. Vitz points out “historians agree

that atheism is a recent and distinctively Western phenom-

enon and that no other culture has manifested such a wide-

spread public rejection of the divine.” He states, “Indeed, I will

take it for granted that atheism is one of the distinctive

features of what is meant by the modern”.

Vitz set out to challenge the psychology of the atheism. In

doing so he investigated the lives of noted atheists, looking at

what distinguished their lives from comparable group of theists.

What Vitz discovered was a very interesting pattern. Using

Freud’s words: “the personal god is logically nothing but an

exalted father, and ... youthful persons lose their religious belief

as soon as the authority of the father breaks down.” Vitz calls

this “The Defective Father Hypothesis.”

For the study Vitz selected the historically famous atheists (the

experimental group) and theists (the control group) and

discovered a major difference in the patterns of their childhood

lives. Vitz documents the major and minor atheists and

discusses their childhood experiences where he states “Looking

back at our thirteen major historical rejecters of a personal

God, we find a weak, dead, or abusive father in every case. This

is contrasted with the historically well-known theists (the

control group) where a close relationship with the father was

evident and contributed greatly to the persons view on God.

Two of the major atheists he examines are Friedrich Nietzsche

and Soren Kierkegaard.

In summary Vitz substantiates a very plausible theory as to

why a person may choose to believe or disbelieve in God.

Everyone has faith, even atheists. It is a question whether one’s

faith is based on rational decisions or emotional experiences.
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ApologeticApologeticApologeticApologeticApologetic
TOOLS

Creation Update Webcast

Join Hugh Ross and Fuz Rana each Tuesday, 11:00
AM to 1:00 PM (PT), for webcast
about how science agrees with the
Bible. Listen live and/or download
past broadcasts. Go to the RTB

website and click on “Get Tuned In.”

Daily Discoveries

RTB posts a new scientific discovery on their website
each day that supports
the RTB creation model.
You can also view past
discoveries since 2003. For an archive of discoveries,
go to the website and click on “Todays New Reason.”

Ministry Newsletters

RTB’s free newsletters feature great articles on
science and the Bible. They also
keep you informed about what’s
happening at the ministry. Go to
the RTB website and click on “Free

Magazine.” You  can also view and print past issues.

Message of the Month

Receive a monthly CD featuring special discussions
by the RTB scholars while
supporting RTB financially. This
year’s series is titled, “Answers
to Life’s Big Question.” Go to
the RTB website, and click on “Donate.”

Outreach Brochures

Get RTBs brochures for initiating science and the
Bible discussions. Topics
include the big bang, the
origin of life, the anthropic

principle and the “days” of Genesis. Go to the RTB
webstore and click on “ministry items.”

Apologetics Training Course

Take RTB’s training course and become an official
RTB apologist. Available through
the chapter for $200. Course
materials include audiotapes or
CDs, two videos (VHS or DVD) and
seven books. Financial scholarships are available.

4

cases. Family descent can be traced over hundreds of generations using two

methods: mitochondrial DNA traces female descent, and Y-chromosome DNA

traces male descent. In both these cases, the DNA patterns are not changed

from generation to generation, except for rare mutations. They both show

remarkable stability over thousands of years of history.

During the past twenty years the DNA of thousands of Native Americans from

all over North and South America has been tested and compared to other

ethnic groups in the world. The results are consistent. Native Americans are

descended from East Asians, particularly in Siberia. There is no connection to

the Hebrew race.11 Approximately 99.4% of the mitochondrial and

Ychromosome DNA of living Native Americans comes from progenitors in

East Asia, and the remaining 0.6% comes from European or African sources.

That 0.6% is the result of intermarriage with later immigrants to America;

when ancient remains12 are examined, it is discovered that there is no

European or African connection at all.13 Thus, this major tenet of the Mormon

religion is scientifically debunked.

THE MORMON DILEMMA

The LDS church faces a dilemma. It claims that the writings of Joseph Smith

are inspired and infallible, providing the basis for all the church’s doctrines.

On the other hand, it recognizes the validity and importance of science,

especially genetic science. For years it has encouraged genetic science in its

application to the study of human genealogy, a great emphasis of the LDS

church. But now this same science stands opposed to their holy book.

It is reported that several hundred Mormons have left their church because of

this evidence.14 But most Mormons seem to be holding on to their old beliefs.

The church has established a center at Brigham Young University dedicated to

defending Mormon doctrines against these recent attacks.15 The leadership of

the church is in denial.16 Many Mormons are remaining in the church, but are

reinterpreting the church’s relationship to Joseph Smith and the church’s

scriptures. Others are reinterpreting the historical sections of their scriptures

to somehow harmonize with modern science, but their efforts are failing on

both fronts. This is an excellent time to confront members of the LDS church

with the evidences of DNA. It forces them to confront the errors of their

church, and provides an opportunity to show them the true Word of God.

Christians have a great advantage in this age of modern scientific discovery.

Unlike the Book of Mormon, the Bible’s statements are being confirmed by all

areas of study. Not one person, place, or event from the Book of Mormon has

been confirmed from any other source in America. On the other hand,

archaeologists continue to discover biblical names, places, and events as they

bring more historical records to light. The Bible has stood the tests of time; the

Book of Mormon has not.

John Battle is president of Western Reformed Seminary in Tacoma.  He

holds a B.A. in Bible Languages and M.Div & Th.D in New Testament.

He is trained RTB apologist and a member of the Seattle Chapter.



Seattle Chapter
Reasons To Believe

Who Are We?

The Seattle Chapter of Reasons To Believe is a local extension of the
worldwide, interdenominational Reasons To Believe ministry. We
exist to support our parent organization and foster local
involvement in the ministry. We serve the Puget Sound area and are
composed of Christians of different ages and backgrounds.

It is our conviction that the same God who created the universe
inspired the Bible. Therefore, what God says through His word must
agree with the facts of nature. We reject the notion that science and
the Bible are at odds and provide a scientifically-sound and Biblically-
faithful alternative to Darwinism and young-Earth creationism.

What Do We Do?

Our mission is to remove the doubts of skeptics and strengthen the
faith of believers. We provide scientific, historical and philosophical
evidence that supports the Christian worldview and helps remove
barriers to a belief in God, the Bible and the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
We carry out this mission by:

• Helping people access RTB and other scientifically and
biblically sound resources.

• Bringing nationally-known speakers into the area to
promote the scientific reliability of the Bible.

• Assembling a team of local apologists to address questions
about science, the Bible and related topics.

• Working with teachers and homeschoolers to achieve a
balanced approach to the teaching of origins.

• Building alliances with local churches, ministries and groups
to maximize the exposure of the RTB ministry.

• Reaching out to unbelievers with gentleness and respect,
encouraging them to evaluate their worldviews.

We welcome your involvement and support. For more information,
contact us at seattle@reasons.org. Tax-deductible donations can be
sent to: Seattle RTB, PO Box 99683, Seattle, WA 98139-0683.

Questions? Get Answers.

Whether you are looking for scientific support for your
faith or answers to questions about God, the Bible,
and science, contact us at seattle@reasons.org. You
can also call the RTB hotline seven days a week, 5:00
to 7:00 PM at 626-335-5282.
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ENDNOTES

1. 1 Nephi 1; 10:1-3; Lehi was of the tribe of Joseph (1 Ne.
5:14).

2. 1 Nephi 17:8. The voyage was to the east, across the
Indian and Pacific Oceans.

3. 2 Nephi 1:8.
4. Helaman 3:1-14 describes the great civilization of the

Nephites: “And it came to pass that they did multiply and
spread, and did go forth from the land southward to the
land northward, and did spread insomuch that they began
to cover the face of the whole earth, from the sea south to
the sea north, from the sea west to the sea east” (He.
3:8). The Lamanites were even more numerous. “The
whole face of the land had become covered with buildings,
and the people were as numerous almost, as it were the
sand of the sea” (Morm. 1:7).

5. 2 Nephi 5:21.
6. 3 Nephi 11.
7. Mormon 6; 8:2-9.
8. “Brief Analysis of the Book of Mormon” (introductory page

to the Book of Mormon).
9. This is still the official teaching of the church. “The

existing Indian tribes are descendants of the immigrants
whose history is contained in the book of Mormon, and
that therefore they have sprung from progenitors who
were of the house of Israel” (James E. Talmage, A Study of
the Articles of Faith [a volume in the Missionary
Reference Library; Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Company,
1988], 257.

10. Such works are legion. An excellent example is Anthony
A. Hoekema, The Four Major Cults (Grand Rapids:
William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1963), 9-87.

11. Documentation is abundant. See, for example, Anne C.
Stone and Mark Stoneking, “mtDNA Analysis of a
Prehistoric Oneota Population: Implications for the
Peopling of the New World” American Journal of Human
Genetics (1998) 62:1153-1170; this article is online at
http://www.journals.uchicago.edu/AJHG/journal/issues/
v62n5/970850/970850.text.html.

12. Ancient remains are defined as Native American remains
from before A.D. 1492.

13. A fascinating video is now available, produced by Joel
Kramer and Scott Johnson of the Hope Christian
Fellowship in Brigham City, Utah, DNA vs. the Book of
Mormon. The video records interviews with eight
scientists, including two former Mormons (one of them a
bishop) who left their church because of this evidence.
These scientists strongly present the evidence from DNA
studies showing the Book of Mormon to be in error and
Joseph Smith as deceiving people. This video can be
viewed online at http://www.mormonchallenge.com.
DVDs or videos of this presentation are also available
from their website for a donation. I highly recommend it.

14. John W. Kennedy, “Winning Them Softly,” Christianity
Today (February 2004; available at http://
www.christianitytoday .com/ct/2004/002/14.18.html).

15. The Foundation for Ancient Research and Mormon
Studies (FARMS). Their website is http://farms.byu.edu/.

16. See an excellent example in the 2002 interview of LDS
President Gordon B. Hinkley in the video mentioned
above, note 13.


